
Dear Pine Mountain Member; 2022-3rd Quarter Review

Pine Mountain was recognized for its 15th year participating in the North Carolina Adopt-A-Highway 
program. The participants are required to adopt a 2-mile stretch of road for litter pick-up at least 4 
times a year. The Board would like to thank Gary Thorpe for chairing/overseeing the success of the 
activities over the last 5 years. Gary has ensured the scheduling, supplies, safety equipment, training, 
and tools to allow the volunteers to remove the litter along Wards Gap Road. Many Pine Mountain 
resident volunteers through the fifteen years have participated in trash pick-ups and have tales to tell 
of the secret life of litter. The worthwhile activity immediately improves our drive into the property.

Water difficulties existed throughout the previous quarter. Many leaks, electrical re-wiring, and 
plumbing issues were tackled. Two 1970's era pumphouses were completely re-wired and passed 
inspection. A pump/motor assembly that couldn't be rebuilt and the new one damaged in transit has led 
to a water outage on the North Ridge affecting 3 homes. Parts were ordered for repair. A site 
inspection by the installers discovered that the foundation and the dampener seal for the new 
equipment was damaged and inadequate. The installers and repair specialists are all aware there is no 
water at these three homes and are working as fast as the parts are available, as of this writing. 
Red Bird nor the NC Utility Commission Public Staff could provide a timeline of the Pine Mountain 
Utilities-to-Red Bird sale closing. 19-months after a purchase agreement was signed, and we're still 
waiting. I've relayed the membership's displeasure to all parties.

The switch to the once-annual assessment billing and statements went smoothly, overall. I hope that 
the quarterly statement provides more useful information concerning the payments. 

There are some asphalt repairs scheduled before winter. Again with the labor market, the queue was 
over two months.
The Zetor tractor was repaired on site. It's the equipment that mows the sides of the roads and the 
reason why summer was a little shaggy.  

This letter goes to both resident members (~1/3) and non-resident members (~2/3). I receive a lot of 
requests and advice to the information in this letter, which is often why I volley between business and 
beauty. Some people want more details concerning flora and fauna and others want business. 

Mid to late summer, the chanterelles and the black trumpet mushrooms were abundant and delicious. 
The wildflower garden installed by volunteers was a colorful show of annual re-seeding flowers and 
some perennials. This garden noticeably attracted native pollinators, as well as the drivers stopping to 
a cheery scene. It was an active spot involving seed-eating birds darting from the nearby trees and into 
the plants. We're hoping to plant the native wildflower mixes along some of the roadsides and 
throughout the park. Creating the buffet to support a declining population of birds and bees isn't 
difficult or expensive and yields pleasant results.

We wish you peace and joy during the upcoming holiday season.


